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We are proud to present the 2018-2019 Annual Report. On behalf of Raising 
Special Kids Board of Directors, Staff and Families, we express our gratitude to all 
of you for supporting our mission of strengthening families to become effective 
advocates for children with disabilities. 

This report is created, and this letter is written, as a retrospective and, as such, 
celebrates our achievements and highlights the incredible work of our exceptional 

team in 2018-2019. As you read through this report, unlike other years and given the unimaginable 
events that have passed in the first half of 2020, it may be hard to recall a time when parents and 
families gathered together in conference centers and training rooms sitting shoulder to shoulder 
engaged in learning and discussion about advocating for their child who has a disability. It may be 
hard to imagine large community events where parents and families of children who have disabilities 
could network and connect with professionals and providers of disability related services, and with 
each other. 

Without a doubt, the 2020 Raising Special Kids Annual Report will look much different as, just in a 
few short months, the organization has made sweeping changes to how it supports Arizona’s parents 
and family members in response to the COVID-19 public health crisis. At the time of this writing, 
in a time fraught with social and economic uncertainty, the organization is in discussion of how and 
when to re-open our physical offices in a way that ensures safety, but allows for in-person contact, as 
it was in 2018-2019. 

We hope you, your family and your loved ones are safe and healthy, and we hope that you enjoy 
reading about the accomplishments in 2018-2019. Especially dear to me is the story of the Lee Family, 
featured in this annual report. From its beginning in 1979 until today Raising Special Kids has been 
about the kids, all kids, and Mallory Lee beautifully illustrates this truth in the telling of her family’s 
story in 2019. 

For 40 years Raising Special Kids has been there: for the Lee family, for your family, and mine. For 
all our children, here’s to a bright future full of promise and potential. The annual report gives us 
a chance to thank all of our partners, including our individual donors, and our many community 
collaborators we work with in Arizona. The list of RSK supporters gets longer and longer each year, 
and for that, we say thank you. We simply could not do the work we do without you.

Jennifer Kupiszewski, President
Board of Directors 

Board Members 
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Jennifer Kupiszewski, President 
Kile & Kupiszewski Law Firm

Karin Smith Vice President  
Heinfeld Meech & Co., P.C.

Karen Barr, Secretary 
Raising Arizona Kids Magazine

Trish Robinson Treasurer 
Association for Supportive Child Care

Paula Banahan 
Arizona Heart Foundation

Katie Barclay Penkoff 
American Institutes for Research

Tom Batson 
Wells Fargo Advisors

Barbara Brent 
National Association of State 
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Kelly Carbone 
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Bank of America
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Raising Special Kids Mission 

Strengthening families and systems of care to 

improve the lives of children with disabilities.

Statewide with offices in Northern, Southern and Central Arizona

  
Who We Serve

70% of who we serve are families with disabilities and special health care needs.

30% of who we serve are professionals in health, education, and social services.

18,019 families received information, training, and individual assistance.

91% of parents said they received information to address a critical need  
related to their child’s education.

381 parents were matched with a Parent Mentor.

84% of parents matched with a Parent Mentor said it improved their ability  
to advocate for their child’s needs, services, and care. 3

Programs for Parents and Families

Parent-to-Parent support has always been the heart of 
Raising Special Kids. Each year, more than 300 families 
in Arizona are connected with veteran “mentor” 
parents who have walked a similar path, and who 
understand the challenges of raising a child with a 
disability or special health care need. Raising Special 
Kids provides training and consultation in special 
education to families, schools, teachers,  
and other professionals. 

Mallory Lee Family Story

#rsksymposium

2017 Highlights
10,589 families of children with disabilities received  training and 

information and individual assistance; an average of 882 each month.

Connections with a trained Parent Mentor skilled at providing 
information and support.

Accurate, authoritative information related to your child’s disability 
or special health condition.

Special education consultations, training, and problem-resolution 
services.

Education and coaching for parents to learn the most effective 
methods in managing challenging behavior

Strengthening families and systems of care to improve the lives of children with disabilities.
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Programs and Services

Mallory reached out to her friend who works at Raising 
Special Kids to see what advice she could offer.

Quickly, she was guided on how to get Skylar evaluated by the 
Arizona Early Intervention Program and it wasn’t long before 
Skylar began receiving weekly early intervention services. 
Before the end of that school year, she began attending 
developmental preschool.

With a smile in her voice, Mallory recalls, “She began 
developing this independence. She really enjoyed the 
structure of school and things just started progressing.” 
Once Skylar started communicating, Mallory started to see 
a decline in her challenging behavior and tantrums. By the 
time Skylar entered Kindergarten, she was placed in a general 
education classroom and received daily speech therapy.

This year, Skylar is in first grade. Mallory said, “It really is 
this crazy change. She loves reading and writing and all 
things ‘school.’ We don’t have any of those behavioral issues 
we had when she was having communication challenges. 
Considering the change, she shared, “If Skylar hadn’t started 
building habits of learning through her experiences with early 
intervention and preschool, she would not be enjoying the 
success she is now!”

“If Skylar hadn’t started building habits of learning through her 
experiences with early intervention and preschool, she would 

not be enjoying the success she is now!”

Connections with a trained Parent Mentor skilled at 
providing information and support.

Accurate, authoritative information related to your 
child’s disability or special health condition.

Special education consultations, training, and  
problem-resolution services.

Education and coaching for parents to learn the most 
effective methods in managing challenging behavior.  
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Programs and Services for Professionals

Programs for resident physicians in pediatrics and family 
practice relay information about parents’ perspective 
on issues relating to medical services. Parent Panels and 
staff-led workshops are available to students in education, 
medical, oral health and social service fields. 

4,022 parents attended training and conferences. 

3,421 professionals attended training and conferences.

93% of educational professionals reported being better  
prepared to work with families

47 pediatric and family practice physicians completed training 
and home visits.

89% of physicians reported training improved ability to  
communicate with families

4

Programs and Services continued

Children Demographics

Family Support Services

Training and Education for 
Families and the Professionals 
who serve them

Fundraising

Management and General

General Program Expenses

$731,166

$596,225

$63,270

$232,671

$99,716

Program Expenditures

Age
0-5 years – 31%

6-11 years – 29%

12-14 years – 11%

15-18 years – 21%

19+ years – 8%

Disability
ADD – 8%
Autism – 31%
Cerebral Palsy – 7%
Deaf/Blind – 1%
Developmental – 7%
Down Syndrome – 6%
Behavioral Health – 5%
Epilepsy – 2%
Gifted – <1%

Hearing Impairment/Deaf – 1%
Intellectual & Cognitive – 5%
Multiple Disabilities – 1%
Other Health Impairment – 10%
Orthopedic Impairment – 3%
Specific Learning Disability – 3%
Speech/Language – 4%
Suspected/Undiagnosed – 4%
Traumatic Brain Injury – 1%
Visual/Blindness – 1%

Ethnicity
African American – 6%
Asian/Pacific Islander – 3%
Bi-Racial – 1%
Caucasian – 47%
Hispanic/Latino – 39%
Native American – 3%
Other – 1%
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Ages
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Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Financials

5%
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3%

Where Does Revenue Come From?

Grants and contracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,493,844

Donations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $284,368
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6
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Ethnicity 39%

3% 6%

47%

1%
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Family Support Services

Training and Education for 
Families and the Professionals 
who serve them

Fundraising

Management and General

General Program Expenses

CareScape’s 2018 Dandelion Golf Classic Thank You 2018 Dandelion  
Golf Classic Sponsors

Gold Sponsors - $2500
Heinfeld Meech
Kile and Kupiszewski Law Firm

Silver Sponsors - $1,500
1GPA
Truly Nolen
American Fire Sales & Equipment  
Sales and Service Corp.
Hadges Family Charitable Fund
Integrity Outsource

Hole Sponsors - $500
ASU Alumni Association
Batson Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
Perkins Coie
Banahan Communications
Producer Hub
Helen and Jerry Holden
Brent/Lensink Family
The Rainmaker Institute

Lunch Sponsor - $500
Sechler Morgan CPAs PLLC

Beverage Sponsor - $500
Hadges Family Charitable Fund

Raising Special Kids 40th Anniversary Celebration

Drawing by Matthew French

Raising Special Kids past Executive Directors,  
Mary Slaughter, Betsy Trombino, and Joyce Millard Hoie

In 2019, Raising Special Kids celebrated 

40 years of service. Carescape and 

Mitch Owens and Marcy DeChandt 

were honored with a “Lifetime Giving 

Award” in recognition of their generous 

contributions to ensure families of 

children with disabilities can get the help 

they need.

Thank You 40th Anniversary 
Celebration Sponsors

Ability 360

Banahan Communications

Hope Group

Joyce Millard Hoie Family

Kile & Kupiszewski Law Firm

The Living Room

Phoenix Children’s Hospital Orthopedics

Raising Arizona Kids

Southwest Human Development

The Menta Group

Murrell Family

Scottsdale Rotary Club

Tiffany Family

United Healthcare

Christopher Tiffany accepts check  
for $56,000 from Mitch Owens

Julie Banahan sharing her story.
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A fun day for families of children with 
disabilities and special health care needs 
held at McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park 
sponsored by Scottsdale Sunrise rotary Club – 
co-sponsored by Raising Special Kids.
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A fun day for families of children with 
disabilities and special health care needs 
held at McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park 
sponsored by Scottsdale Sunrise rotary Club – 
co-sponsored by Raising Special Kids.
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Arizona Autism Coalition

Arizona Community of Practice on Transition

Arizona Department of Education
  • Arizona Community of Practice on Transition (AZCoPT) 
  • Cochise County Community of Practice on Transition 
  • East Vally CoPT
  • Flagstaff CoPT
  • Mohave county CoPT
  • Pima County CoPT
  • Tuba City CoPT
  • Education Advisory Committee 
  • Local Community of Practice on Transition 
  • Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) 
  • State Inclusion Coalition

Arizona Disability Advocacy Coalition

Arizona Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)
  • Advisory Council
  • Arizona Developmental Disabilities Planning Council
  • Employment First
  • National Core Indicators Steering Committee

Arizona Early Intervention Program
  • ICC Interagency Coordinating Council
  • Early Childhood Personnel Center (ECPC)

Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System 
(AHCCCS)
  • Arizona Long Term Care Services (ALTCS)  
    Advisory Council
  • Autism Spectrum Disorders Advisory Committee 
  • Autism Spectrum Disorder Crisis Workgroup Meeting

Cochise County Networking Coalition

Comprehensive Systems Task Force 

Community of Practice on Cultural and Linguistic 
Competence on Developmental Disabilities

Early Childhood Personnel Center (ECPC)

First Things First, Early Childhood Comprehensive 
System Task Force

Institute for Human Development - Community 
Advisory Council

Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC)

Maricopa County Family Support Alliance

Mohave County Special Needs Advisory Coalition 
(SNAC)

Parent 2 Parent USA

Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
  • Family Advisory Council

Pima County Community of Practice on Transition

Pima County Family Support Alliance

Shift Project Governing Board

Southern Arizona Special Education Directors’ Group

Southern Arizona Transition Consortium

Boards and Councils Served by Raising Special Kids Staff

5025 E. Washington St., #204
Phoenix, AZ 85034
800-237-3007
raisingspecialkids.org
info@raisingspecialkids.org

STATEWIDE SERVICES

Central Arizona
602-242-4366

Northern Arizona  
928-444-8834

Southern Arizona  
520-441-4007

19 Board Members

27 Staff Members

27Advisory Council Members

250 Parent Leaders

Raising Special Kids


